THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
that exists in reality. The Marxists in general treat
the ideological superstructure as a kind of dustbin,
into which they throw legal conditions, political power,
religion, philosophy and art, and many other things;
in short, all that is not strictly economic or social. The
distinction, moreover, is imaginary, and possible only
in words.
Instead of examining facts and the causal connection
between them,  Marx proclaimed a series of dogmas,
placing the productive forces at the root of everything,
and declaring the conditions of production to be the sole
essential  reality, above  which  soars  his " ideological
superstructure " ; the latter being a curious conglomera-
tion of institutions, laws, persons, works of art, books
and God knows what, the most discordant category that
was ever created by an abstract thinker, sitting at his
desk, who had lost all touch with reality.   For, whereas
of the manifold phenomena included in the superstruc-
ture you may call opinions, science, poetry, philosophy
and religion mere " reflections in the brain " if you like,
it is impossible to class armies, governments, churches,
law courts, etc., under the same head.   Why should an
army, as an instrument of politics, or a church with the
congregation in it, a university, a theatre, or the pictures
in a museum, the books in a library, be less real than
manufacture of commodities or the rates of wages?
Moreover, are the social phenomena not very often at
the same time political phenomena ?    That economics
are   altogether   dependent   on   thought,   science   and
opinions, has been shown before.   If a Marxist should
object: Marx did*aot mean it like that, we should reply:
if he did not meato t^ why on earth did he say so ? Where-
upon he would probably proceed to explain that Marx
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